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Abstract

This paper aims to use Logos as an axis as well as the first three chapters
of Genesis as a reader’ s horizon to make a study of the major themes in
Milton" s Paradise Lost -- creation, marriage, and salvation. In terms
of a literary methodology, this paper uses Martin Heidegger’ s conception
of “pre-structure,” which is well explained in his Being and Time, to
decipher the first twenty-six lines in Book I , which can serve as a
controlling idea of the whole epic. In this way, a fusion of horizons
between the author and the reader is thus undergone. In addition,
obedience by faith, an essential creed of Christianity can serve as the
main topic of this paper. Man, as a creature, can choose to follow
Satan’ s example to rebel against God. However, on the other hand, he
can use his free will to obey God just like Christ did before. And it
is pointed out that suffering as a destiny comes before obedience and glory,
and that a man whose will is bent by God is indeed a blessing to his race.

Key words: logos, reader’ s horizon, Milton’ s Paradise Lost,
hermeneutics, fusion of horizons, obedience by faith
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